EAGLE COUNTY

CoNSERVATION DisTRICT

Eagle County Conservation
District Office

258 Center Drive
Glenwood Springs, CO
81601

Phone: 970-945-5494, x
Fax: 970-945-0837
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Monthly Meetings

Second Wednesday of
each Month

Mission Statement

Promoting the
preservation and
restoration of the natural
resources of the District
through education,
cooperation and initiation
of practices that fulfill
these goals.
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Addressing Local Concerns

Districts generate funding through local, state, and federal sources. Local citizens elect the
District board to identify and address local natural resource issues. The board involves locals
and experts to help develop strategic plans. The district holds open monthly meetings,
publications, events, presentations to communicate with district partners and residents
about district services, good conservation practices and financial/technical services.

This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

The Eagle County Fair, with a display of photos of local conservation projects as well as brochures and applications for various programs.
Reviews of development plans submitted to Eagle County Government for any negative impact on resources.
Working in close contact with the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service in identifying and implementing conservation practices in cooperation with the landowners.

Teaching our youth about conservation, which is an important function of the District Board. To accomplish this the Board contacted the Eagle County Schools to promote the
teacher workshops and Camp Rocky.

Demonstrations of the Riparian Water Trailer at the Gore Range Natural Science School's Nature Discovery Day
Continuing to seek additional funding from the Eagle County Commissioners by making them aware of the benefits of the District to the County residents and visitors.

Publishing a District newsletter, providing various articles to the local newspapers and providing public service announcements pertaining to conservation to the local radio
stations.

Fostering Sound Range Management

Ensuring sound range management for future generations is important to conserve
natural resources and improve production as well as enhance wildlife habitat.

This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

Control of Oxide Daisy and other invasive species that have had a negative impact on our range lands which
impacts the amount of forage available to both domestic livestock and wildlife.

Recognizing the "Conservationist Of The Year" to highlight the outstanding accomplishments in conservation /
restoration of 1,200 acres of rangeland in the brush creek drainage. The following cooperating entities were
recognized:Eagle Ranch Wildlife Committee, Town of Eagle, BLM Habitat Partnership Program, Colorado Division
of Wildlife, Eagle Ranch HOA and the Mule Deer Foundation.

The Colorado Division of Wildlife Habitat Partnership Program by providing input to participants in the removal of
over mature sage brush and re-seeding with a grass mixture that is desirable to wildlife.

Attending a workshop / tour to promote the habitat for Sage Grouse through improving water resources and proper
fencing to control the grazing of livestock.

Preventing Soil Erosion

Preventing erosion preserves soil producitivity long term for agriculture, production,
and other uses on rural lands. It also provides improved stream flows, decreases
sedimentation, and improves overall water quality. Some common practices that help
producers prevent soil erosion and build soil quality include no till, minimum tillage and
cover cropping.

This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

Establishing tree cover where appropriate to serve as windbreaks preventing wind erosion,
providing soil cover to prevent water erosion in areas not suitable for crop production. This is
accomplished through our seedling tree sale / distribution program to landowners in the District.
This program has the added benefit of providing wildlife habitat for the areas abundant wildlife.

Identifying landowners and projects that can benefit from conservation practices such as
replacing flood irrigation with sprinkler irrigation to avoid runoff or piping ditches that leak to
prevent erosion. These projects are ultimately completed in cooperation with the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service and the landowners.




Major economy:

Agricultural production,
tourism, manufacturing,
government.

Points of Interest:

White River National Forrest, Vail & Beaver Creek
Ski Areas, Flat Tops and Holy Cross Wilderness
area, Eagle and Colorado Rivers and related
water sports, numerous recreational facilities
including approximately 12 golf courses, the
Eagle County Regional Airport and others.

The Conservation District
was established

The Eagle County
Conservation District was
established April 5, 1951.

Land Ownership:

District Area 1,105,268 acres

US Forest Service: 593,780 acres

Bureau of Land Management: 261,271 acres
State of Colorado land: 7,369 acres

Private holdings: 230,323 acres

Land Use:

Rangeland- 126,692 acres
Woodland- 64,807 acres

Irrigated Pasture and Hayland-
33,521 acres

Non-irrigated Pasture and Hayland-
16,733 acres

Wildlife land- 743,880 acres

Urban- 38,963 acres

Highways and Roads- 14,897 acres
Railroads- 1,527 acres

Protecting Water Quality and Quantity

The District provides assistance to managers, landowners, and residents with
conservation practices and management tools to protect near stream areas. In
addition, they work together on reducing the movement of chemicals and nutrients

to streams in sedimentation or runoff. These efforts help stabilize streambanks and
protect water bodies from impacts.

This conservation district serves its landowners as they participate in:

Identifying where improved irrigation practices would minimize or eliminate the tail water
that is common in flood irrigation. These efforts have led to the installation of several
sprinkler systems in conjunction with the NRCS. This has not only decreased the water
usage, increased crop yields and reduced the runoff of soil nutrients, silt and salts.

Various Watershed meetings and for part of 2009 a Board member served as
the area Watershed Representative to the Colorado Association of Conservation Districts,

attending their monthly and annual meetings and bringing forward the concerns of the
District and its landowners.

The Board continues to investigate any negative impact to the environment and both

ground water quality and stream water caused to the application of Magnesium Chloride
to our roads.

Preventing the Spread of Noxious Weeds

Conservation Districts implement measures to reduce the spread of invasive
populations and help implement weed control projects.

The district has completed the following:

Due largely to the success of a small weed control cost share Program
in 2008, the Board applied for and was granted an additional
$11,000.00 from the Colorado State Conservation Board for 2009. This
grant was used to implement "enduring conservation practices for
preservation and protection of Colorado’s natural resources through
public/private partnership”. The Cost Share program between the
District and landowners provided part of the funds for the landowners to
purchase herbicide and application services to control noxious weeds
on private land in the District. The control of these weeds increased

crop yields, forage for both domestic livestock and wildlife and helped to
prevent the spread of the weeds to public land.

Noxious Weed education was also accomplished via Newsletter
articles, Newspaper articles and an informational booth at the Eagle
County Fair featuring photos of local projects and approximately 28
public service announcements on local radio stations.




	Office Location: 258 Center Drive
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
Phone: 970-945-5494, x 3
Fax: 970-945-0837  

	Meeting information: Second Wednesday of each Month
	Local Concerns: The Eagle County Fair, with a display of photos of local conservation projects as well as brochures and applications for various programs.

Reviews of development plans submitted to Eagle County Government for any negative impact on resources. 

Working in close contact with the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service in identifying and implementing conservation practices in cooperation with the landowners.

Teaching our youth about conservation, which is an important function of the District Board.  To accomplish this the Board contacted the Eagle County Schools  to promote the teacher workshops and Camp Rocky.  

Demonstrations of the Riparian Water Trailer at the Gore Range Natural Science School's Nature Discovery Day

Continuing to seek additional funding from the Eagle County Commissioners by making them aware of the benefits of the District to the County residents and visitors. 
 
Publishing a District newsletter, providing various articles to the local newspapers and providing public service announcements pertaining to conservation to the local radio stations.
	Mission Statement: Promoting the preservation and restoration of the natural resources of the District through education, cooperation and initiation of practices that fulfill these goals.
	Range Mgmt: Control of Oxide Daisy and other invasive species that have had a negative impact on our range lands which impacts the amount of forage available to both domestic livestock and wildlife. 

Recognizing the "Conservationist Of The Year" to highlight the outstanding  accomplishments in conservation / restoration of 1,200 acres of rangeland in the brush creek drainage.  The following cooperating entities were recognized:Eagle Ranch Wildlife Committee, Town of Eagle, BLM Habitat Partnership Program, Colorado Division of Wildlife, Eagle Ranch HOA and the Mule Deer Foundation.

The Colorado Division of Wildlife Habitat Partnership Program by providing input to participants in the removal of over mature sage brush and re-seeding with a grass mixture that is desirable to wildlife. 
 
Attending a workshop / tour to promote the habitat for Sage Grouse through improving water resources and proper fencing to control the grazing of livestock.
	Soil Erosion: Establishing tree cover where appropriate to serve as windbreaks preventing wind erosion, providing soil cover to prevent water erosion in areas not suitable for crop production.  This is accomplished through our seedling tree sale / distribution program to landowners in the District.  This program has the added benefit of providing wildlife habitat for the areas abundant wildlife.
 
Identifying landowners and projects that can benefit from conservation practices such as replacing flood irrigation with sprinkler irrigation to avoid runoff or piping ditches that leak to prevent erosion.  These projects are ultimately completed in cooperation with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and the landowners.  
	Economy: Agricultural production, tourism, manufacturing, government. 
	Water Quality and Quantity: Identifying where improved irrigation practices would minimize or eliminate the tail water that is common in flood irrigation.  These efforts have led to the installation of several sprinkler systems in conjunction with the NRCS.  This has not only decreased the water usage, increased crop yields and reduced the runoff of soil nutrients, silt and salts.

Various Watershed meetings and for part of 2009 a Board member served as 
the area Watershed Representative to the Colorado Association of Conservation Districts, attending their monthly and annual meetings and bringing forward the concerns of the District and its landowners.

The Board continues to investigate any negative impact to the environment and both ground water quality and stream water caused to the application of Magnesium Chloride to our roads.

	Points of Interest: White River National Forrest, Vail & Beaver Creek Ski Areas, Flat Tops and Holy Cross Wilderness area, Eagle and Colorado Rivers and related water sports, numerous recreational facilities including approximately 12 golf courses, the Eagle County Regional Airport and others.
	CD established: The Eagle County Conservation District was established April 5, 1951.
	Land Ownership: District Area 1,105,268 acres
US Forest Service: 593,780 acres
Bureau of Land Management: 261,271 acres
State of Colorado land: 7,369 acres
Private holdings: 230,323 acres
	Land Use: Rangeland- 126,692 acres
Woodland- 64,807 acres
Irrigated Pasture and Hayland- 33,521 acres
Non-irrigated Pasture and Hayland- 16,733 acres
Wildlife land- 743,880 acres
Urban- 38,963 acres
Highways and Roads- 14,897 acres
Railroads- 1,527 acres
	Noxious Weeds: Due largely to the success of a small weed control cost share Program in 2008, the Board applied for and was granted an additional $11,000.00 from the Colorado State Conservation Board for 2009.  This grant was used to implement "enduring conservation practices for preservation and protection of Colorado’s natural resources through public/private partnership".  The Cost Share program between the District and landowners provided part of the funds for the landowners to purchase herbicide and application services to control noxious weeds on private land in the District.  The control of these weeds increased crop yields, forage for both domestic livestock and wildlife and helped to prevent the spread of the weeds to public land.

Noxious Weed education was also accomplished via Newsletter articles, Newspaper articles and an informational booth at the Eagle County Fair featuring photos of local projects and approximately 28 public service announcements on local radio stations. 


